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Eds. Please note that CRRC construction up-

dates are always available on the Cincinnati 

Museum Center website. You can get these 

updates by going to www.cincymuseum.org   

587 Rescued by the KY Steam Heritage Corp. 

     Several preservation groups were in action earlier 

this month to rescue precious railroad artifacts from 

the Indiana Transportation Museum. The City of No-

blesville, Indiana evicted them from their home of 52 

years.  

     The main item to be rescued was the Nickel  Plate 

587 which pulled mainline excursions on NS as re-

cently as 30 years ago. See photo of 587 in action on 

page 15.  

     The Kentucky Steam Heritage Corp. volunteers 

assisted in the moving. Since it could not be moved by 

rail the engine had to be disassembled and loaded on 

flatbed trucks to get the engine to Ravenna, KY, 

where the group recently announced plans to site its 

headquarters in the former L&N shops there. 

     Other pieces were saved by the Hesston Group and 

the Age of Steam Roundhouse. 
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If you are not receiving email messages from the Club, please send a message to cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com. 

Cincinnati Railroad Club News 

August 3, 2018 

By Randy Krumm 

 

 
 

 
                       

 

 

PROGRAMS AT FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

Sept. 6th Sioux Lookout or Bust: Riding the Canadian - Jeff Hirsh 

 

October 4th  Early Aviation in Cincinnati, especially in the 1920s and 1930s – Gary Rolih 

TRIPS & EVENTS 
 

August 11th  Summerail at the Palace Theater in Marion, Ohio.  Check out www.summerail.com for 

  all the information you need to plan your visit. 

 

August 17th Join other Club members for a Reds game!  They are playing the Giants.  Meet @ 6 pm 

at Condado Tacos, 195 East Freedom Way (just west of ballpark).  You must send a message 

to the Club no later than the evening of August 15th so that Mike Weber knows to purchase 

a ticket for you! 

 

October 6th  Ohio Rail Experience trip from Washington Court House to Urbana, and return.  You will 

need to purchase your own ticket; details will be sent to all members via email message. 

 

October 21st We are taking Amtrak’s Cardinal to Hinton, WV, to see the New River Train (24+ vintage 

cars!) arrive and depart, and enjoy other activities during our 7-hour layover: street festival, 

railroad displays, model trains, and more.  You must purchase your own Amtrak ticket, for 

departures on Sunday, October 21st: 

                        #50 - Depart Cincinnati @ 3:27 am, Arrive Hinton, WV @ 10:34 am         

                        #51 - Depart Hinton @ 6:06 pm, Arrive Cincinnati @ 1:31 am (on 10/22) 

                        Once you’ve made your reservation, please send a message to the Club’s email address, 

                        cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com, to let us know you’ll be part of this adventure. 

CLUB HISTORY VIDEO! 
 

Roy Hord is putting together a Club History Video to be shown during the evening of the Banquet, and needs 

your help!  If you have photos that you think should be included in this special video, please send them to Roy 

or bring them to the August meeting.  He can accept any format (print, slide or digital), and will only keep 

your photo long enough to make a digital copy of it.  He will then return your original, along with a digital 

copy for you to keep (if the original wasn’t already digital).  Roy’s email is rhord@fuse.net, and his mailing 

address is 6526 Hollowview Ct, Liberty Twp, OH, 45011-1205. 

mailto:cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com
http://www.summerail.com
mailto:cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com
mailto:rhord@fuse.net


 3 July 2018 

Amtrak News 
By Mike Weber 

News From The President 
By Mike Weber 

The Club’s Board voted to reject the Tower A lease proposal presented to us on June 5th.  This was very disappointing, 

and certainly not what we expected when moving out two years ago!  It seems like charging admission would be the best 

way to cover our costs, but the Museum Center indicated that there would be a hefty charge to do so.  We had hoped 

there would be some flexibility in this regard, but the response was no “creative ideas” (meaning special treatment) as it 

could put in jeopardy their $ 40 million in Historical Tax Credit Financing.  The Board will be discussing “next steps” 

regarding Tower A; perhaps 2019 will present an opportunity to work things out. 

 

One bright spot in all of this is that Rief, Krumm and I had the opportunity to meet the gentleman whose firm is handling 

the Historic Preservation aspects of the Museum Center renovation.  This individual really wants to see us back in Tower 

A, and feels strongly that we would be successful in charging an admission fee.  He attempted to intervene on our behalf 

with Museum Center management, but that didn’t work out (for now).  Stay tuned!  We’ll see what happens next year 

with a new Club Board and absolutely a new Club President! 

 

The goal has always been to maintain and grow the Railroad Club.  Certainly the Tower would have been a big help, 

BUT we have not lost members the past two years.  Good Programs and Trips are a way to gain members, and we wel-

come any other ideas.  Can we use the Newsreel Theatre from time to time?  Probably.  Certainly more lunches at Train 

Watching spots.  Most of you know at least one person you should bring to a Club Meeting!  I enjoyed the Tower as 

much as anyone; just the opportunity to share railroading with the public.  But, we move on (at least for now!). 

 

We’re always looking for back-up to our key positions.  If you would like to become involved in backing-up our H&M 

Editors, Treasurer/Asst. Treasurer, Historian, etc., please join others who have come forward to help. 

 

I am asking Roy Hord to do his best to finalize Banquet plans & Program by early September. 

 

We are going to ride the Cardinal on October 21st to Hinton!  It will be great to see the 30 restored passenger cars of the 

New River Train as it arrives and stays in Hinton for several hours.  See the Club News page for details.  We would also 

like to ride one of the new Ohio Rail Experience excursions in September; waiting for them to finalize their plans. 

 

I have asked Fr. Dale to update us on how our investments are doing at the half year point: better, worse, same as overall 

markets?  Also, we are pricing Directors/Officers insurance, in addition to our existing Liability insurance.  This is insur-

ance that protects the Board & Officers from damages should a member or anyone else choose to sue them individually 

over Club matters (usually MONEY!). 

 

Finally, thanks to all who worked so hard this past year, especially on the Tower A project.  Lots of time and effort by 

Board members and Members at large.  You know who they are. 

 

 

 

 

     Well it has been a month since Amtrak got rid of our great agents here in Cincinnati, Tom and Megan.  Reports 

are that the caretaker has little  knowledge of  operations. For example "Which way is the sleeper? Elderly folks struggle 

with bags on the ramp to trackside. This is a cost cutting phase we have seen often at Amtrak. It usually backfires. But 

you can certainly let Amtrak know of your experiences, good or bad. I am afraid they lost many of their experienced 

people a few years ago. There is only one sleeper on the Cardinal this summer as the train does not go beyond Washing-

ton. I wonder how many were turned away by sold out this summer? Amtrak ridership numbers are always a farce, as 

nobody knows how many were turned away!! 
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Michigan Central to Make a Comeback with the Help of the Ford Motor Company  

By Jack Clock 

July 2018 

Recent photo of Michigan Central Station after the roof had been fixed and all the windows replaced, around 2016. 

Original MCS Terminal at Jefferson 

and Third Street, Detroit, Michigan 

     The Michigan Central Station in Corktown, Michigan has been 

in the news a lot recently. On June 19, 2018 Ford made the official 

announced that had been rumored for several months. The Ford 

Motor Company has purchased and will move into Detroit’s Michi-

gan Central Station. The nearby book depository was also part of 

the deal. 

     The original Michigan Central Railroad opened on the southwest 

corner of Third and West Jefferson in 1884. Newspaper articles at 

the time deemed the depot the pride of Detroit. Numerous turrets 

made it look like a medieval castle. 

     The brick-and- stone structure was the point of arrival and de-

parture for all trains of the New York Central lines and connected 

with the Canadian division by ferry and tunnel. The thriving rail-

road contributed to a growing Detroit. Additions over the years ex-

tended the structure for two blocks, but it eventually outgrew its 

home. The Corktown station replaced the original station. The Jef-

ferson Depot was destroyed by fire several weeks before the new 

station was officially completed, forcing the Corktown Station to 

open several weeks earlier than originally planned. 
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(MCS to Make a Comeback... Continued from Page 4) 

Michigan Central Station with Canadian Pacific trains in foreground, 1937 

Michigan Central Station showing passenger boarding area.  

(Continued on Page 6) 
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(MCS to Make a Comeback... Continued from Page 5) 

(Continued on Page 7) 

     The Moroun family bought Michigan Central Station (MCS) in 1995. It had closed seven years earlier, and 

scrappers had their way with the grand old station. Nearly everything of value had been taken from the build-

ing. Many plans were revealed for the building in the past 30 years, from demolition, to an international cus-

toms center, to the city’s police headquarters and to a casino/hotel. 

     The fate of, and the life of Michigan Central Station parallels in many ways our own Cincinnati Union Ter-

minal. Both buildings hung around in limbo while each city tried to determine what to do with these unique 

structures. Cincinnati found a permanent use for their terminal much sooner than did Detroit. 

     The similarities don’t end there. Corktown is undergoing a rebirth just like our west end and Over-The-

Rhine (OTR) areas. People are renovating buildings and moving back to the downtown areas to be closer to 

work and to the center of town. The difference is that CUT was vacant for 20 years before viable attempts 

were made to find a use for the building. MCS has been empty since the last train pulled out in 1988, the last 

train to Chicago. That is 30 years of neglect. 

     MCS was more than just a train station. It included an 18 story office tower adjacent to the station. When 

the trains stopped running, these businesses were forced to move or close.  This was due to a lack of transpor-

tation needed to get there. MCS had almost no surface parking because when it was built in 1914, there were 

very few cars on the road. The station was served by public transportation, so there was really no need for 

parking. After the trains quit running the city eliminated the interurban transportation to the station. With no 

public transportation the office tower was doomed.  

Aerial View of Corktown, Michigan with Michigan Avenue in the foreground. The main entrance to Michigan 

Central Station was from Michigan Avenue. 
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(Continued on Page 8) 

July 2018 

View of ticket windows at Michigan Central Station 

(MCS to Make a Comeback... Continued from Page 6) 

     When the station was built, it was owned and operated by the Michigan Central Railroad. At that time MCS 

was a subsidiary of New York Central Railroad. In 1916 the station was purchased outright by the New York 

Central Railroad. This accounts for the similarity between MCS and the Grand Central Station in New York. 

     It was planned as part of larger project that included the Michigan Central Railway Tunnel below the De-

troit River. The station was located several miles from the downtown Detroit area. It was designed that way to 

keep the smoke, soot and noise of the steam locomotives away from the downtown area. It was also located in 

an area where a switch yard could be built to handle both freight and passenger service. An ambitious project 

to connect the station to the downtown district via a wide boulevard was never realized.  Like CUT it was too 

far to walk to the downtown area of town. 

     At the beginning of World War I more than 200 trains left the station each day. The lines would stretch 

from the boarding gates to the main entrance. In the 1940s, more than 4,000 passengers a day used the station 

and more than 3,000 people worked in its office tower. 

     In the 1920s, Henry Ford began to buy land near the station and began to make construction plans, but the 

Great Depression and other circumstances squelched this and many other development efforts. Corktown is 

located about halfway between Dearborn and downtown Detroit. When Ford began acquiring property in the 

Corktown area he had hoped to expand the Ford Motor Company’s presence in the area. Now Bill Ford, the 

great grandson of Henry, is the one most responsible for Ford moving into MCS. 

     Passenger volume did not decrease immediately. During World War II, the station was used heavily by mil-

itary troops. After the war, with the growth in automobile ownership, people used trains less frequently for va-

cations or other travel. Because of this, service became so low that the owners of the station attempted to sell 

the facility in 1956 for 5 million dollars, one third of the original cost to build it. In 1967 maintenance cost 

were too high considering the decreasing passenger volume. This forced the owners to close the restaurant, ar-

cade shops and the main entrance, along with much of the main waiting room. This left only two ticket win-

dows to serve passengers and visitors, who used the same parking-lot entrance as the railroad employees work-

ing in the building. 
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(Continued on page 9) 

(MCS to Make a Comeback... Continued from Page 7) 

View of empty waiting room in the 1980s as the fate of the station was being considered. Please note the simi-

larity of the arches to Grand Central Station in New York City. It was designed by the same architectural firm. 

     In 1971 Amtrak assumed operation of the nation’s passenger rail service. At this time they reopened the 

main waiting room and entrance. Amtrak started a 1.25 million renovation project in 1978. Six years later, the 

building was sold for a transportation center project that never materialized. On January 6, 1988 the last 

Amtrak train pulled away from the station. Subsequent Amtrak service continued at a new station closer to the 

downtown area. 

     The City of Detroit considered MCS a “Priority Cultural Site” in 2006, but the City Council passed a reso-

lution to demolish it on April 7, 2009. The city was then sued to prevent the demolition and it was later de-

clared a historic landmark.  

     During its prime MCS was served by three major railroads. This included the Baltimore & Ohio, the New 

York Central and the Canadian Pacific. There were also several interurban lines serving the station. The B&O 

was the most direct route by train to get from Cincinnati to Detroit. As mentioned above, after World War II 

and into the fifties, passenger volume decreased at CUT and MCS. 
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(MCS to Make a Comeback... Continued from Page 8) 

     MCS was designed by the Warren & Wetmore and the Reed & Stem firms who also designed Grand Central 

Station in New York City. The building is considered to be part of the Beaux-Arts Classical style of Architec-

ture. Michigan Central was designed at the same time as Grand Central Station and is seen as a spiritual twin. 

Both were meant to be flagship stations for the New York Central Railroad. Both stations have similar detailing 

and they were opened within 6 months of each other. 

     MCS is composed of two distinct parts: the train station and the 18 story office tower. The main waiting 

room was modeled after an ancient Roman bathhouse. It had walls of marble and vaulted ceilings. The building 

also housed a large hall adorned with Doric columns that housed the ticket office and the arcade shops. Beyond 

the arcade was the concourse. The concourse had brick walls and a large copper skylight. Passengers would 

walk down a ramp to a tunnel from which the platforms could be accessed by stairs and elevators. 

     There were ten passenger platforms consisting of one side platform and five island platforms along ten 

paired tracks. In addition, one track served as the Railway Express Agency (REA) mail service. Immediately 

outside the shed area were seven additional freight tracks. The MCS was completed almost 20 years before 

CUT but both suffered very similar fates. 

     The Corktown area of Detroit is the oldest surviving neighborhood in Detroit. Corktown derives its name 

from the Irish immigrants who settled there. They were primarily from County Cork, in the southwest corner of 

Ireland. By 1850 half of the residents in Corktown were of Irish descent. Today the homes, businesses, and 

churches that form the Corktown Historic District offer a glimpse of the lives of generations of immigrants 

who helped build Detroit. 

Travelers wait at the gates for their trains to arrive in the 1950s. 
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Eds: I would like to thank the following organizations that provided information for this article. Without their 

help this article would not have been possible. 

     The Ford Motor Company—various press releases over the last several months. 

     Historic Detroit—historicdetroit.org. 

     Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. 

     The Detroit Public Library. 

     The History of the New York Central Railroad. 

     The Detroit Free Press. 

     The Detroit News. 

(MCS to Make a Comeback... Continued from Page 9) 

     What is in store for the Train Station now? At the official announcement by Ford on June 19, 2018, the 

company indicated exactly what they plan to do with the buildings. The main terminal building will be refur-

bished and will be brought back as close as possible to its original condition. The tower will be refurbished 

and will be the hub for 2500 Ford employees. The depot will be one of the biggest restoration projects in re-

cent Detroit history.  

     In MCS, Bill Ford envisions a former train station that has coffee shops, restaurants and shopping on the 

first floor and office space for up to 5, 000 people in the tower. Much of this space will be leased out by Ford 

to their close business partners. The renovated station will be a public attraction, but could also be a potential 

revenue generator for them. 

     Bill Ford has Irish roots. He is named after his great, great, grandfather who came to the United States to 

escape the great potato famine in the 1800s. Investors and journalists from as far away as France are planning 

trips to Detroit in the coming days, as the Motown resurrection continues. The people of Ireland are also 

watching very closely to see what happens. 

     Nothing about Corktown should be conceived as bad news for Dearborn. “We have been there for 115 

years and that won’t change,” Ford said. It is about connecting this to our Dearborn campus. In a world of fu-

ture transportation, they are easily linked. We are still going to have more employees in Dearborn than we will 

have at Corktown. At the end of the day, this will be a great place for our employees; not just the current ones, 

but also future ones. 

     Ford is already investing large sums of money remodeling and updating the engineering offices in Dear-

born. The updates will take on a modern college appearance with wireless communications the new normal. 

People working on concurrent teams, with the help of computer simulation, will be able to develop new mod-

els at much faster speeds. This will improve Ford’s ability to compete in the global marketplace.  

     It appears that the majority of engineers and technicians that are, and will be working at Corktown, will be 

concentrating on artificial intelligence (AI). Ford has already made a major investment in this area and that is 

the way most auto manufacturers are going. Ford hopes to lead in the development of electric cars, and driver-

less cars. This is all expected to happen over the next 4 or 5 years. Corktown like CUT will once again be a 

very exciting place to be. It would be even better if they could have a train or two stop at the stations at a rea-

sonable hour. 



 11 July 2018 

New York Central 4-6-2 4754 pulls out of Detroit’s Michigan Central Station with train 305 for Toledo and 

Cleveland on June 5, 1948. Ford Motor Co. has announced plans to convert the towering MC depot into its 

new headquarters. Elmer Treolar photo. 

CRRC  Trip to Washington, D.C. in the 1970’s. Photo by Mike Weber 
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     The Board instructed me to order another 100 copies of our book after I informed them that our inventory 

was depleted. As Mike Weber said, the book is an important marketing tool for our Club because it helps tell 

people about us. As he also noted, it was important to have this visibility for the Club during our hiatus from 

Tower A. I am pleased to report that we have now had a total of 500 copies printed.  

 

     During the last 2 years I have personally visited almost all the possible retail outlets for the book in the tri-

state area with much success. I have also relied upon members who have special contacts with some outlets/

organizations to help sell the books. All this effort has been critical to the success of the book, especially given 

the fact that we have not had a gift shop of our own for the last 2 years.  

 

     Since we still do not have our gift shop open, I am asking that all members assist in the sales of our new 

order of books. I will have copies of the book at our August meeting to give to any member to fulfill any or-

ders they have from organizations with whom they have a special connection. I will be leaving all unsold cop-

ies of the book in our locked storage cabinet at Harmony Lodge so they will be available in the future. I do not 

have a key for that cabinet so if you need copies after the August meeting you should see Mike Weber or 

Randy Krumm. 

 

     I am especially looking for people with connections to the following organizations which have previously 

purchased copies and asking them to contact the organizations and see if they would like to purchase addition-

al copies: 

 

-Entertrainment Jct. 

-Dayton Carrilon  

-Ohio Bookstore 

-Whitewater Valley RR 

-Erlanger Historical Society 

-Glendale Historical Society 

-Booksellers at Fountain Square 

-Lebanon/Mason RR 

 

     Of course if you know of other possible outlets please talk to them. Our policy is to sell the book for $10 to 

retailers who then sell the book for a suggested price of $14.99. Per Jack Haap, we do not collect the sales tax 

when we sell the book for further retail sale and instead the retailer collects and pays that tax. Thanks in ad-

vance for any help you can be in this Club effort.  
 

Marketing our Club’s Book 
By Bob Martin 
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John Biehn’s Steam News  

Courtesy of Jim Corbett 

John Biehn’s Steam News  

Courtesy of Jim Corbett 

(Continued on Page 14) 

     Durango & Silverton Update...The Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad sent two trains and 750 

passengers to Silverton on Thursday July 12, after county commissioners downgraded fire restrictions the day 

before. The train was shut down for 41 days after suspending service when the 416 Fire broke out on June 1. 

La Plata County had been under fire restrictions which banned coal-fired engines since June 12. Well-wishers 

waved at passengers as the coal-fired locomotives blew their whistles and rolled out of the station at 8 a.m. and 

8:45 a.m in Durango. Some residents stopped their workdays to come out of their offices and waved to passen-

gers as the first train made its way through downtown Durango. "It's exciting to see so many people," said Al 

Harper, owner of the train. "I'm just excited to see all the activity and all the happy people. It's a great day." 

The railroad ran two trains instead of the usual four July 12. However, they utilized more cars on one of the 

trains and attached another coal-fired locomotive to the front, called a double-header, to get it up the steep 

mountain slopes. The railroad had contacted members of the Durango Fire Protection District to follow the 

train through subdivisions near the burn area. Patrol crews will also follow the train more closely, and a heli-

copter will monitor the area. "If there is so much as a spark, we'll catch it much quicker," Al Harper said. John 

Harper said the train is still down 60 percent in sales from last summer. "We're hoping that with our operations 

back in service, people will start to see that we are open again and that we are operating and then come back to 

Durango and really boost our local economy," John Harper said. The 416 Fire has taken a toll on the local 

economy, and many residences and businesses are happy to see fire conditions mitigated and the D&SNG re-

turn to full service. The town of Silverton, about 50 miles north of Durango, is heavily reliant on the train de-

livering tens of thousands of passengers every summer. Caleb Ramey, general manager of The Sage Hen Cafe 

in Silverton, said when the train was in service, the cafe averaged 900 customers a day. In the 41 days without 

the train, the cafe has averaged six. Ramey said that while Silverton as a whole has suffered from the train's 

absence, local businesses on Blaire Street, where the train unloads, have been hit particularly hard. Greg Bren-

holdt from Bend, Oregon, was in the area for the Music in the Mountains Festival. He had spent summers 

working for the train and came to see the train's departure in support of the railroad. He believes the train is one 

of the most recognizable features in the area." It's something that Durango is known for," Brenholdt said. "You 

can look at a map in the United States, you see Durango and Silverton, and people all over the world know 

about this railroad. I think it's one of the best tourist train ride in the world." The cause of the 416 Fire remains 

under investigation, but neighbors who live near the train tracks where the fire started said a cinder from a lo-

comotive started the wildfire which eventually grew to more than 52,000 acres. The railroad is holding discus-

sions on how to operate during the 2019 season. It is discussing purchasing two diesel locomotives, but only 

companies from South America and South Africa make narrow gauge diesel locomotives which can be expen-

sive. "We will always run coal fired locomotives," John Harper said. "What we are reviewing is when we oper-

ate with the coal fired locomotives. Is there any reason or specific times when we shouldn't? On those times 

that we shouldn't due to unknown circumstances, could we then switch over to diesel?  

(Thanks to Alex Semandeni, The Durango Herald)  

     Locomotive 168 Restoration Update...The Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad has received a $25,000 

grant from the Gates Family Foundation for its Engine 168 Project capital campaign, now nearing its goal of 

$501,000. The Engine 168 Project aims to return Denver & Rio Grande No. 168, a T-12 class 4-6-0 to service 

in 2019. The locomotive was built in 1883 by the Baldwin Locomotive Works. The grant highlights a surge in 

donations to the project. The gift matching promotion held in April and May was amazing. 168 people donat-

ed. The railroad reports continued progress on No. 168. After completing the tender last year, work turned to 

the pilot truck, cylinders and valves. The shop finished the lead truck axles and bearings, surfaced the valve 

ports and made new studs for the valve chest. Machining and installing crosshead guides is underway. Shortly, 

the crew will drop the drivers and start on the foundation running gear. People often ask Stathi Pappas, the as-

sistant general manager how working on 168 compares with other steam restoration efforts. "A project like 

this demands good machinists, a skill set that maintaining our full roster keeps sharp. Also, a steady funding 
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(Continued on Page 15) 

(Steam News, Continued from Page 13) 

helps us plan and work efficiently. It's much harder to work through starts and stops that get in the way when 

the money dries up."  The Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad operates 64 miles of original Denver & Rio 

Grande narrow gauge line between Antonito, Colorado and Chama, New Mexico. It's Engine 168 Project is 

part of the railroad's plan to recreate a complete, authentic early 20th century passenger train with No. 168 and 

five original  passenger cars. Contributions, which are tax deductible can be made by going to cumbrestol-

tec.com (Thanks to Cumbres & Toltec Railroad and Trains Magazine)  

     Big Boy 4004 Restoration Project...On July 9, Cheyenne Mayor Marian Ore held a special re-dedication 

ceremony for the freshly completed Big Boy 4004 Project. Since February of 2018, the locomotive has  under-

gone an extensive cosmetic restoration at Cheyenne's Holiday Park. The project was completed July 6, and is 

the second Big Boy cosmetic restoration performed by Wasatch Railroad Contractors. The mayor wanted to 

thank Project manager Michael Pannell and his team for a job well done. Also, a special thank you went out to 

all who attended the ceremony including many of the retired UP steam  crew, members of the U. P. Historical 

Society, members of the Sherman Hill Model Railroad Club and even members of the current U. P. Railroad 

Steam Program (Thanks to the Wasatch Railroad Contractor's Facebook page)  

     Nickel Plate Locomotive Mikado Saved...The scene in Forest Park at Noblesville,  

Indiana has been almost impossible to believe. Traction equipment and locomotives cut up on the spot. Work-

ers, trucks and acetylene torches everywhere. Hurried deals thrown together to save as much equipment as 

possible. Outside groups tagging rolling stock. There have been some bright spots in this mess. A number  

of pieces have been sold or conveyed to new owners and are headed for presumably safer homes. So of all the 

good stories to come out of Noblesville is the distinctive rescue of the Nickel Plate 2-8-2 No. 587. Last a num-

ber of  big flatbed trucks took various pieces of the 587 down to Ravenna, Kentucky, where the Kentucky 

Steam Heritage Corporation plans to restore the Mikado for ITM. This organization is already deep into re-

building Chesapeake & Ohio 2-8-4 No. 2716 at the Kentucky Railway Museum in New Haven, Ky. "Our actu-

al mission is restoring steam locomotives," says Chris Campbell, president of KSHC. " We love the opportuni-

ty to continue our mission while also helping out another non-profit." The Kentucky crew's timing couldn't 

have been better. The 587 was landlocked at the old ITM property and its prognosis was grim without as es-

cape plan. The engine had been stored in the ITM shop for years after restoration plans ground to a halt. The 

587 richly deserves a third chance at redemption. The first came in 1955 when NKP pulled the engine out of a 

dead line and donated it to the city of Indianapolis at Broad Ripple Park. The second came in 1983 when the 

ITM acquired the engine via lease from the city and moved it into Amtrak's Beech Grove Shops for mechani-

cal work. In September, 1988, the 587 made a triumphant return...pulling a memorable excursion from Indian-

apolis to Logansport. She was then a player on the mainline excursion scene. It ran numerous trips in Indiana 

in the late 80's and for a time was part of the NS Steam Program. The KSHC guys in Ravenna, Kentucky have 

a long way to go before they can build another fire on the 587's grates, but the first steps have been taken.  

(Thanks to Kevin P. Keefe, Classic Trains)  

     NKP 587 Transporting Mishap...A semi hauling the NKP 587's driving wheels and rods down to Estill 

County,  Kentucky got stuck on a back road in Madison County, Ky. It was stuck there for 24 hours. The driv-

er of the truck said he was just simply following the permit the State of Kentucky gave him which led to Pano-

la Road in Waco. He was delivering the steam engine to Ravenna and he was finally freed with the help of two 

wrecker trucks. "If I would have kept going around the curve without the first wrecker, I would have ended up 

flipping the load," said the driver. The semi was just stuck in the middle of the road in between two curves, the 

kind of road that the driver says he should have never been on in the first place. The driver also said he was 

118 feet long and at 185,000 lbs. He had no business being on that road. He said he should have been on a four 

lane highway. A neighbor who lives near where the semi got stuck said that the driver and  

several other people were out there all night putting the rock down to get the semi out of the yard. They even 

used a bulldozer. After 24 hours, the semi was back on its way to Ravenna.  

(Thanks to Lex18.com)  
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(Steam News, Continued from Page 14) 

     Steam in Iowa...For the first time in six years, Iowa Interstate will operate  

Chinese built QJ type 2-10-2 No. 6988 on excursions. The trips benefit local fire departments in the central 

Iowa area and are scheduled for the weekend of August 18 and 19. The Newton, Iowa based locomotive will 

pull four 45 minute trips Aug 18 out of  

Mitchellville to the west and on August 19, four 45 minute trips out of Brooklyn, Iowa. A fifth trip will be op-

erated each day if there is demand. Tickets are available for the August 18 trips from the Mitchellville Fire-

fighters Assoc through its Facebook page.  

No ticket info as yet for the Brooklyn trips. No 6988 is the QJ that was Americanized in 2011. She and her sis-

ter 7081 were acquired in 2006 by Iowa Interstate parent company Railroad Development Corp. No. 6988 last 

ran for the National Railroad Historical  

Society in June, 2012. No. 7081 last ran in 2013. Central States Steam Preservation maintains and operates the 

1986 vintage locomotives which are still owned by Railroad Development Corporation.  

(Thanks to Jim Wrinn)  

     Michigan Steam...The Pere Marquette 1225 is coming back to the Howell Melon  

Festival. This 2-8-4 steam locomotive was built in October, 1944 by the Lima Locomotive Works for the Pere 

Marquette Railroad. In 1957, the locomotive was retired and donated to the Michigan State University in East  

Lansing for display. In 1969, a group of university students commenced the restoration attempt on 1225 to re-

turn it to operational status. Work stopped but resumed in 1983 when the locomotive was moved to its new 

home at Owosso where the restoration was completed. Today, the 1225 is owned, maintained and operated by 

the Steam Railroading Institute.  

The locomotive will operate five trips on Saturday August 18 every two hours beginning at 10 a.m. On Sun-

day, August 19, four trips will operate every two hours beginning at 10 a.m. All trips will depart from the his-

toric Ann Arbor Railroad station in downtown. Trips last approximately one hour. Ticket prices are $13 for 

children and $18 for adults. For more information, go to www.michigansteamtrain.com  

Nickel Plate 587 at Logansport, IN in 1988 preparing for steam trip to Indianapolis, IN.      

Photo by Chris Clock. 

July 2018 

https://twcc.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.michigansteamtrain.com&hmac=0a9268bcb2dfceeee9f48b2ef8f5a7f6
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P.O. Box 14157  

Cincinnati, OH 45250-0157 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

September 2018 Meeting Notice 

 July 2018 

  

Time Sensitiv
e Material 

Please Deliver A.S.A. P.  

     The next regular meeting of the Cincinnati Railroad Club will be held at 7:30 p.m. on September 

6, 2018 at Harmony Lodge, 646 East Epworth Avenue, Winton Place. Jeff Hirsch, one of our club 

members, will present a show on “ Sioux Lookout or Bust: Riding the Canadian. For more infor-

mation go to www.cincinnatirailroadclub.org. 

     Jim Corbett, a CRRC member, played a very important part in the Noblesville, IN rescue. Jim 

spent the better part of two weeks helping to save valuable items at Noblesville. Even with this mon-

umental effort by all the volunteers, some items could not be saved. Look for a future article that 

describes and shows the effort involved. 

  

      


